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Newsletter
Greetings from the President
t’s the beginning of the end of warm summer days and
the beginning transition to a temperate fall season.
And the start of the new fiscal year.
Summer was a rejuvenating time to recover from the
stresses of the ever changing world around us. This was
when we traveled to visit family, friends, or just to see
other interesting sites in the USA or around the world.
Welcome home!
The VCCAA continues to provide educational programs to
enhance our proud ancient Chinese heritage of culture and tradition that
dates back to 2200 BC. The new Board brings forth fresh energy and ideas for
an ambitious year in the planning.
We ask your support and active participation in all the events of fiscal year
2010-2011:
Mid-Autumn Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
Halloween Party
Combined Memorial Day Picnic and
Christmas Party
Board Awards & Installation
Chinese New Year
The association is grateful to the honorable Superior Court Judge Kee Choo
Ling who installed the Board Officers on Sat., June 26, 2010. We appreciate
the continued support that Judge Ling has provided over the years.
Execution of all our programs requires funds. We ask for financial support of
our members and sponsor businesses. Many of you have been faithful long-time
members and I’m sure you all want to participate in the association activities, receive the
quarterly newsletter, and be included in the annual directory. Renew your membership
by Sept. 18. Send your renewal application along with a check ($25) payable to the
VCCAA, P.O. Box 806, Camarillo, CA 93011-0806.

In a service organization of volunteers, we need and appreciate your help and
participation as no contribution is too small. We welcome everyone to pitch in
to instill and propagate our proud culture and heritage.

Lloyd Ho
President 2010-2011

Newsletter Inputs Are Welcome!
The VCCAA Newsletter welcomes the submission of articles, constructive comments,
suggestions, or personal experiences that you want to share with the other members.
Please write to VCCAA Newsletter, P.O. Box 806, Camarillo, CA 93011-0806; e-mail to
me at brt2eyes@yahoo.com.
Lena Ho
Editor
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Memorial Day Picnic
by Lloyd Ho
Our annual Memorial Day Picnic was held on a bright,
sunny, day with clear blue skies on Monday, May 31, at
Pleasant Valley Park in Camarillo. Master BBQ chef Leslie
Jue and his crew cooked up a mighty tasty and hardy lunch.
The barbeque beef tri-tip and chicken, with all the
trimmings were outstanding!
After lunch, President Lloyd Ho emceed the program.
Select students of the Chinese Language School under the
strong leadership of Lee-May Little, Principal, performed
memorable recitations.
Dr. Angela Soo Hoo graciously presented the William
Soo Hoo Memorial Scholarship ($750) to Erik Jue. Tony
Chen proudly presented the Tony Chen Scholarship ($750)
to Lauryl Nakagawa. Dr. Andy Little presented the
VCCAA Scholarship ($500) to Jingwei Zhou and the

Clarissa Dong Scholarship ($500) to Alexander Nguyen.
And Lee-May Little and Irene Sy presented the VCCAA
Youth Group Service Scholarship ($500) to Hung Su.
Incoming officers and directors for fiscal year 20102011 were announced and presented to the membership.
In between these events were the exciting rapidly
executed drawings for raffle prizes given to those that
presented the winning tickets. Prizes included soup bowl
sets, tea, dried mushrooms, and, yes, chop sticks!
I wish to thank all of you who have made this picnic and
this organization a success.
The VCCAA is a voluntary organization. Its lifeblood
depends on your helping hands. So please freely support
the association with your time and participation.

Awards and Installation Luncheon
by Vivian Goo
The awards and installation luncheon was
held on Saturday, June 26, 2010 at 12:30 PM
at the City Buffet in Oxnard. Approximately
45 members attended the luncheon. This
luncheon recognized our out-going and incoming officers for the next fiscal year as
well as our sponsors, program chairs and life members.
Lloyd Ho presented a gift to each of the out-going
officers and Board members. This gift was especially
noteworthy as it was a picture of each officer and Board
Member and their spouse as well as a cup that had their

pictures on it with the VCCAA logo. The pictures were
taken personally by our president, Lloyd, our great
photographer!
The Club thanked him for his dedicated service to our
Club and presented a President’s Plaque to him.
The new officers and Board were installed by Judge Kee
Choo Ling.
After the installation luncheon, the new officers and
Board convened for the first Board meeting for the new
year to discuss the planning of the events for the new fiscal
year.

Upcoming Events
Mid-Autumn Festival
Saturday, Sept. 25, 2010, 6:00 PM
Camarillo Hts Elementary School
35 Catalina Dr., Camarillo
Contact: Louise Dilger − (805) 981-7747 or
− (818) 419-6012 cell
When:
Where:

The Chinese Moon Festival is held on the 15th day of
the 8th lunar month. On this day the moon is farthest from
the earth and at its brightest. It’s also known as the MidAutumn Festival. Chinese culture is deeply imbedded in
traditional festivals. Just like Christmas and Thanksgiving
in the West, the Moon Festival is one of the most important
traditional events for the Chinese.
Cakes, in the shape of the moon, are the most common
feature of the Moon Festival. The moon cakes are made of
pastry filled with bean paste or lotus seeds, and often
contain duck egg yolks to represent the moon.

The festival is full of
legendary
stories.
One
Legend says that Chang E
flew to the moon where she
has lived ever since. You
may see her dancing on the
moon during the Moon
Festival. Another legend is that the moon cakes
commemorate an uprising against the Mongols in the 14th
century. According to the story, a message calling the
Chinese to revolt was hidden inside the moon cakes, which
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were then distributed to the people.
The Moon Festival is an occasion for family reunions.
When the full moon rises, families get together to watch
the full moon, eat moon cakes, and sing moon poems. With
the full moon, the legend, the family and the poems, you
can’t help thinking that this is really a perfect world. That
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is why the Chinese are so fond of the Moon Festival. May
the Moon Festival bring you happiness.
For the potluck dinner, members are reminded to bring
dishes that will serve their family plus at least ten people.
The association will provide drinks, rice, and other food
items.

Halloween Party
Saturday, Oct. 23, 2010, 5:30 PM
Camarillo Hts Elementary School
35 Catalina Dr., Camarillo
Contact: Edna Tanita, (805) 482-3356
When:
Where:

alloween was first celebrated about 1500 years
ago. It was a festival to celebrate that year’s
harvest and the start of winter. It was believed
that on October 31st the souls of the dead come
back to earth.
People believed that many of the souls that return to
earth are bad spirits and that these bad spirits will play
tricks on and bring bad luck to the people who were alive.
To keep these evil spirits away, people began making “jack
o lanterns.” Jack o lanterns were lanterns made from
pumpkins. It was believed that if you put a scary jack o
lantern in front of your house, it would scare away the bad

spirits.
It is believed that if the children wear scary costumes
and visit their neighbors’ houses, then evil spirits will be
scared and they won’t come to their houses. As thanks to
the children, the neighbors are supposed to give
candy to the children. If their neighbors don’t
give them any candy, the children will play a
trick on them.
Sooo, light food and drink will be served at
5:30 PM, followed by games and costume
contests. Mark your calendar for this fun-filled event.

Chinese Language School
by Irene Sy, Principal
I hope everyone enjoyed this summer as
much as four of our Chinese school students,
Serena Chow, Luke Barnett, Sarah and John
Eldridge who spent two weeks in the Peoples
Republic of China. They visited the
Forbidden City and Summer Palace, climbed
the Great Wall of China, spent 10 days in the No.1 Jilin
High School learning the Chinese language and culture as
well as experiencing the traditional Chinese daily life by
spending time with their Chinese host families. The trip
was sponsored by the Chinese Hanban Educational
Department and the Confucius Institute to promote Chinese
language and culture awareness in American schools and
communities. This program may continue for another year
next summer, students who are interested in this Chinese
Summer Camp program can contact me for further
information.
We have also successfully provided local students the
StarTalk Chinese Immersion Program held at the Rio Mesa
High School for the third year. Students completed the
Chinese immersion program can receive high school
foreign language credit as well. This is a great opportunity
to spend some time in the summer learning the Chinese
language and culture for free and earn high school credit as

well. I encourage all 8th to 12th
grade students to take advantage of
this program in the future.
On July 10th and 11th, the
Chinese Language School had a
booth in the annual Camarillo Fiesta & Street Fair. We sold
many Chinese crafts, fans and silk items. Thanks to those
who helped out especially Ms. Alice Ginn, Mrs. Lee-May
Little and Mr. Xiaoming Chen. We had many people
showed their interests in our language program and signed
up for information.
Chinese School will start on Friday September 10th this
year at the same location tentatively (2222 Ventura Blvd. at
Elm St., Camarillo) at 7:00 PM. Registration forms will be
mailed out next week after site confirmation. Please join us
for a new school year. I need your support to help build a
better and bigger school and provide our children a better
learning environment and opportunity to discover and
maintain their cultural heritage.
Many thanks to Mrs. Lee-May Little who has contributed so much to the Chinese school so our children can
have a place to learn our heritage language and culture.
Kudos to all her work and good luck to her retirement. I
will continue to perpetuate her good effort and provide my
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best to help keep the Chinese Language School a place to
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nurture our children on their cultural heritage.

Scholarships
by Vivian Goo
All five of our VCCAA scholarship recipients and their
parents attended our annual Memorial Day Picnic and
received their respective scholarship checks. The
scholarship recipients shared with the VCCAA members
their future plans for college. They also got a VCCAA
certificate recognizing their achievements at their
respective school Senior Award’s Night.

VCCAA Clarissa Dong Scholarship − $500
Presenter: Dr. Andy Little
Awardee: Alexander Nguyen
Adolfo Camarillo High School

VCCAA Scholarship − $500
Presenter: Dr. Andy Little
Awardee: Jingwei Zhou
Adolfo Camarillo High School

William Soo Hoo Memorial Scholarship − $750

VCCAA Youth Group Service Scholarship − $500

Presenter: Dr. Angela Soo Hoo
Awardee: Erik Jue
Moorpark High School

Presenter: Mr. Lloyd Ho
Awardee: Hung Su
Channel Islands High School

Tony Chen Scholarship − $750
Presenter: Mr. Tony Chen
Awardee: Lauryl Nakagawa
Buena High School

Youth Group
by Kenny Wang, President
My name is Kenneth Wang and I am the
incoming Youth Group president for fiscal year
2010-2011. To introduce myself a little, I am
currently a senior attending Adolfo Camarillo
High School and have been a part of this
association and the Chinese community for
many years. I am extremely excited to work amongst the
VCCAA and my cabinet this year. Cabinet members are:

Vice President: Kim Wang
Treasurer:
Serena Chow
Secretary:
Jooyong Kachaset
Along with the New Year, comes activities and events,
such as: Mid-Autumn Festival, Halloween Party, Christmas
Party, Chinese New Year Celebration, Easter Egg Hunt,
and the Memorial Day Picnic. Please feel free to come and
show your support and have a great time. See you there!

Membership
It’s that time of year again. Yes, it’s time to renew your
membership. It’s gonna be another year full of activities for
you and your family.
Many of you have been faithful long-time members and
I’m sure you all want to participate in the association
activities, receive the quarterly newsletter, and be included
in the annual directory.

along with a check ($25) payable to the VCCAA,
P.O. Box 806, Camarillo, CA 93011-0806.

The association wishes to recognize two new Life
Members – Dr. Hillary Ling and Brian Nomi. We also wish
to recognize current Life Members for their dedicated
support. They are Julie Hiraishi, John Hsu, Harry Lee, Al
Lowe, Patricia Lowe, Howard Smith, and Dr. W. Lee Wan.

Renew by Sept. 18. Send your renewal application

Please make pen-and-pencil changes to e-mail addresses as follows:
Member
Leong, S.K.
Ling, Kee Choo
Nomi, Brian
Smith, Doreen
Smith, Howard
Tanita, Edna
Yaw, Ban Soon
Wong, Sigrid Best

Delete
ctsaw@adelphia.net
hinkiong@hotmail.com
−
smithdg@vcss.k12.ca.us
smythe@ojai.net
tanitae@oxnardsd.org
bsyaw@hotmail.com
−

Add
ctsaw@roadrunner.com
camkungfu@yahoo.com
briannomi@yahoo.com
dennissmith@verizon.net
howard.smith@mssb.com
ednat@live.com
banyaw@gmail.com
sigridwong@hotmail.com
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Please welcome these new members and make pen-and-pencil additions to your current directory.
Tung-Hua and Kim Chieng
Lawrence
5972 Santa Susana St.
Ventura, CA 93003
H: (805) 644-5096
E-mail: tukula@sbcglobal.net

John and Cynthia Lau
Brian Sullivan, Kevin Sullivan
541 Ivywood Dr.
Oxnard, CA 93030
H: (805) 988-0154
E-mail: johnm.lau@lpl.com

Stan and Dalian Petraitis
2149 Farnworth St.
Camarillo, CA 93010-3309
H: (805) 484-1128

Nancy Y.T. Powers
214 Elm Rd.
Newbury Park, CA 91320
H: (805) 498-9184
W: (805) 383-4207

Thomas and WerHua Yuan
765 Walcott Ave.
Ventura, CA 93003
H: (805) 642-2078
E-mail: tomyuan65@sbcglobal.net

For membership information or suggestions, please send an email to Lloyd Ho at brt2eyes@yahoo.com.

A Glimpse on the History of China
The Opium War, 1839-42
During the eighteenth century, the market in Europe and
America for tea, a new drink in the West, expanded
greatly. Additionally, there was a continuing demand for
Chinese silk and porcelain. But China, still in its preindustrial stage, wanted little that the West had to offer,
causing the Westerners, mostly British, to incur an
unfavorable balance of trade. To remedy the situation, the
foreigners developed a third-party trade, exchanging their
merchandise in India and Southeast Asia for raw materials
and semi-processed goods, which found a ready market in
Guangzhou.
By the early nineteenth century, raw cotton and opium
from India had become the staple British imports into
China, in spite of the fact that opium was prohibited entry
by imperial decree. The opium traffic was made possible
through the connivance of profit-seeking merchants and a
corrupt bureaucracy.
In 1839 the Qing government, after a decade of
unsuccessful anti-opium campaigns, adopted drastic
prohibitory laws against the opium trade. The emperor
dispatched a commissioner, Lin Zexu (1785-1850), to
Guangzhou to suppress illicit opium traffic. Lin seized
illegal stocks of opium owned by Chinese dealers and then
detained the entire foreign community and confiscated and
destroyed some 20,000 chests of illicit British opium. The
British retaliated with a punitive expedition, thus initiating

the first Anglo-Chinese war, better known as the Opium
War (1839-42).
Unprepared for war and grossly underestimating the
capabilities of the enemy, the Chinese were disastrously
defeated, and their image of their own imperial power was
tarnished beyond repair.
The Treaty of Nanjing (1842), signed on board a British
warship by two Manchu imperial commissioners and the
British plenipotentiary, was the first of a series of
agreements with the Western trading nations later called by
the Chinese the “unequal treaties.” Under the Treaty of
Nanjing, China ceded the island of Hong Kong to the
British; abolished the licensed monopoly system of trade;
opened five ports to British residence and foreign trade;
limited the tariff on trade to five percent ad valorem;
granted British nationals extraterritoriality (exemption
from Chinese laws); and paid a large indemnity. In
addition, Britain was to have most-favored-nation
treatment, that is, it would receive whatever trading
concessions the Chinese granted other powers then or later.
The Treaty of Nanjing set the scope and character of an
unequal relationship for the ensuing century of what the
Chinese would call “national humiliations.” The treaty was
followed by other incursions, wars, and treaties that
granted new concessions and added new privileges for the
foreigners.
Source: http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/modern.html

Quotable Quotes
Today you are You, that is truer than true. There is no one
alive who is Youer than You.
Theodor “Dr. Seuss” Geisel
(1904-1991); Writer, Cartoonist

The only thing that stands between a man and what he
wants from life is often merely the will to try it and the
faith to believe that it is possible. Richard M. DeVos (1926-)

We tend to forget that happiness doesn’t come as a result of
getting something we don’t have, but rather of recognizing
and appreciating what we do have.
Fredrick Koeing (-)
Wherever I go, people are waving at me. Maybe if I do a
good job, they'll use all their fingers.
Frank King
Winter Olympic Games Organizing Committee Chairman

Ventura County Chinese American Association

August 2010

Support the businesses … that support the VCCAA. Thank you!

CAMARILLO DENTAL PRACTICE
Est. 1947
Dr. Hillary H. Ling  Dr. Eric Yum
Dr. Simon Chow  Dr. Donald Tom
2087 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 482-3811
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Camarillo Inn
1-800-528-1234
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Whether you’re joining us for business or pleasure, we
want your stay to be a memorable experience. That is
why we go out of our way to anticipate your needs and
fill them with the warmth and graciousness you should
expect from your host away from home.
ALL ROOMS INCLUDE:
Refrigerator  Microwave Oven  Coffee Maker
Direct Dial Phones  Air Conditioning/Heat
Satellite TV  Movies  Sports
Continental Breakfast Available
Laundry/Cleaners Nearby
Surrounded by
Restaurants & Golf Courses
Corporate Rates
Senior Citizens & Military Discounts

(805) 987-4491
295 Daily Dr., Camarillo, CA 93010

CHRISTOPHER W. LOH, M.D. F.A.C.C.
A Professional Corporation

2438 N. Ponderosa Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93010

Phone (805) 484-8479
(805) 484-4612
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CALIFORNIA COPY & PRINTING CENTER
Quality Digital Printing and Copy
Lawyers’ Legal Document Copying
Huge Courtroom Exhibit
Insurance Claim/Real Estate School Copying
Architect/Engineer Copy and Blueprint
Invitation/NCR Invoice/etc

Booklet
Book
Film Script Copy
Business Card
Letterhead
Envelope

21416 Ventura Blvd./Canoga Ave.
Woodland Hills, CA 91364

Tel: 818.703.8686
Fax: 818.703.8712

Email: calcopyprntgcntr@aol.com
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WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

Point of Contact

Mid-Autumn Festival

Sept. 25, 2010
Saturday, 6:00 PM

Camarillo Heights Elementary
School
35 Catalina Dr., Camarillo

Louise Dilger

Halloween Party

Oct. 23, 2010
Saturday, 5:30 PM

Camarillo Heights Elementary
School
35 Catalina Dr., Camarillo

Edna Tanita

Christmas Party

Dec. 11, 2010
Saturday, 6:00 PM

Camarillo Heights Elementary
School
35 Catalina Dr., Camarillo

Brian Nomi
Xiaoming Chen

Year of the Tiger
4708

