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 Greetings from the President 
 

Dear Friends,  
     I hope everyone is enjoying the summer, and getting some well -deserved vacation time.  
VCCAA’s summer season opened with a great and well -attended Memorial Day Picnic and 
we had our new 2017 -18 Board sworn in by Judge Ling. Thank you, your honor, for starting 
our new Board off right!    
     I was very pleased that new members of our organizatio n Dolly Lee, Richard Lu, and  Xin  
Ji n were willing to step up and offer to contribute their time and talents and serve on the 
Board.  A volunteer organization li ke ours, is in constant need of new ideas and contributors 
to succeed.  It was also exciting to be able to present scholarships to such a deserving slate of 
awardees.  We all know about the increasing costs of tuition, and I think we can all be proud 
that we have a robust scholarship program that helps give those talented scholars a little 
encouragement on their way.  The food was a meat -eaters paradise, and we were also 
treated to wonder ful displays of two schools of Tai -Chi, and the opportunity for a numb er of 
brave picnic attendees to step up to the front to get some on -the-job training.  Thank you 
Lee-May and all of our chefs and other volunteers who made the event so wonderful.  
     On June 24 th , the Historical Society put on an amazing lecture and wal k taking us back 
in time to Oxnard’s China Alley: The Grit and Grace of Oxnard’s Chinese.  George Yu 
started us off with a very moving story about his family’s own immigration experience, and 
historian Linda Bentz was in fine form as she lectured with lovi ng, gentle humor , and 
historical accuracy.  There were many re -enactors, including a working (but not wagering) 
fan-tan table set up by Scott Corbett.  There was something for everyone including music, 
fan dancers, and a traditional Chinese tea ceremony at  the venerable Golden Chicken Inn 
where our walk ended and lunch began.  We had attendees from Los Angeles including 
Eugene Moy from the Chinese American Museum, Santa Barbara, as well as two members 
of Oxnard’s City Council.   I think we can count this ef fort to share this part of Oxnard’s 
history with a wider audience as a success!  Historian Linda Bentz has also proposed that a 
group of us might like to visit the historical archives in Riverside, CA, to see what records 
we can uncover about members of ou r Ventura Chinese community.  
     Thanks to all of you who responded to the Chinese School questionnaire.  We received 
good feedback about what people are interested in.  We continue to thin k about ways to 
strengthen the sc hool and create a sense of commun ity around its classes.  This will be an 
ongoing process, but we have al ready arranged to include a Tai -Chi class and hopefully a 
calligraphy class as part of this fall’s offerings.   
     It is that time of year when I remind everyone that there are a few  members who (I am 
sure you simply got busy and forgot!) have forgotten to pay your annual dues.  We don’t 
want to have to drop anyone from our VCCAA family!  So please send your membership 
renewal checks to VCCAA, PO Box 806, Ventura, CA, 93011 -0806.  And  of course, if you 
don’t want to have to remember every year, you can just pay for the lifetime membership 
and enjoy events for years to come without having to remember to send that annual 
membership fee!  
     It won’t be long until fall is here.  Annie W ang is already starting to plan for our Mid -
Autumn Festival on September 30th  at the Rancho Rosal School. We also have an invitation 
to participate in the Oxnard Multicultural Festival on October 7th.  Volunteers for our stand 
are always welcome.  
 
See you at the Mid -Autumn Festival,  
 
Angus  

http://www.vccaa.org
https://vccls.wikispaces.com
http://www.vccahs.org
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Memorial Day Picnic  by Lee-May Little  

 
            The VCCAA annual 
Memorial Day Picnic was held on 
Monday May 29 th  at the Bob Kildee 
Park in Camarillo.  The participation 
was great. We were very happy to see  
many returning old members and 
their families and friends.  Even 
better we had eight  new members join 
VCCAA that day.  
       We are grateful  to George Ng, Dr. 
Frank Chieu , and Frank Bell for their 
skill s with Tri -Tip, teriyaki chicken, 
chili beans, salad & all the other 
goodies. I can tell that all VC CAA 
members had the best BBQ lunch in 
town that day.  Also big thanks to our 
scholarship recipients for helping out with the serving.  
     After lunch, our Scholarship Chairperson -Louise Dil ger welcomed the seven honorable recipients to 
accept their schola rships. Here are the names and their future plans: Tony Chen Scholarship ($750) to 
Kaleinani Nallira, who will attend Occidental College.  Dr. Fu -Kuen Lin Scholarship ($750) to Alexander 
Li, who will attend Stanford University.  Yu Family scholarship ($750 ) to Addison Marcum, who will 
attend one of the UC schools.  Lena Lee Ho Dance scholarship ($750) to Lucy Curtis, who will go to t he 
University of Puget Sound.  Little Family scholarship ($500) to Ellena Thomas, who will attend CSU 
Channel Islands. VCCAA A cademic ($500) to Jose Chacon, who will attend UCLA.  VCCAA Service 
Award ($500) to: Sebastian Mireles, who is going to CSU Monter ey Bay.   

     Congratulations to all of our 
scholarship winners. You made your 
parents proud, and we wish you the 
best and continued success.  2017-
2018 incoming officers and directors 
were also announced and presented 
to the members.  
 Thanks to Stella Ling for arranging 
the raffle prizes.  
Thanks to ]A F¢  for the Tai-Chi 
demonstration and Edward Hu for 
the Qi -Gong lessons. And the many 
who volunteered to cook rice and 
help out behind the scenes.  You 
made this picnic and this 
organization a success.  Hope to see 
you all again next year! ZÅZÅ(Ï+ p̂°�F
5¶.�!5F P� p°�E�<  

 
 
 
 



August  2017  Ventura County Chinese American Association  3 

 

Oxnard China Alley Walk: The Grit and Grace of Oxnard ’s Chinese Event at the Heritage 
Square Chapel  by George Yu 
 

The Ventura County Chinese 
American Historical Society 
(VCCAHS) was invited by The 
Friends of Heritage Square to 
present the history of the Chinese in 
Oxnard on June 24th. Members from 
VCCAHS worked with the Ventura 
County Chinese American 
Association (VCC AA) board members 
to present a reenactment of the 
everyday activities of early Chinese 
residents living on the historical 
Oxnard China Alley.  Activities 
included letter writing, roadside 
vendors and even a fantan (game of 

luck) table. A poster exhibit of the Oxnard 
Chinese community in the early nineteenth 
century through the early 1970s was 
complemented by museum quality photos 
and annotations on their significance.  

The event was attended by over 75 
people including Oxnard City mayor pro 
tem Carmen Rami rez and councilman Bert 
Perello. The highlight of the presentation 
was a talk by our own historian, Linda 
Bentz, on the story of the Oxnard Chinese 
community dating back to the early 1900s 
culminating with the election of Bill Soo 
Hoo as mayor of Oxnard in  1966. Bill was 
the first Chinese American elected as 
mayor of any California city. He was also 
the first native son of Oxnard to serve the 

city in that capacity. Linda’s talk was 
followed by a screening of the 
documentary ‘The Grit and Grace of 
Oxnard’s C hinese’ which was edited by 
Yun -Seng Chao, our historical society 
member extraordinaire. Irene Sy, VCCAA 
board vice-president, as well as a member 
of our historical society, coordinated the 
sound system. Angus Simmons pitched in 
as Earle Stanley Gardner, E sq, of Perry 
Mason fame and lawyer to the Oxnard 
Chinese population in the early twentieth 
century. Scott Corbett, our society’s second 
historian was the dealer at the Fan Tan 
table with help of Christina Molitor.  
Grace Leo brought the fortune cookies for  
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winners at the Fan Tan table as 
well as her husband, Ricky, and 
their daughter, Jennifer. Ricky 
served as the event 
photographer.  

Nearby, Lee -May Little 
and Yubin Fu played the part of 
street vendors who displayed 
beautiful traditional Chinese 
children  costumes. Dolly Cheng 
brought her Tai -Chi group from 
Thousand Oaks to perform at 
Heritage Square. She was also 
instrumental in arranging the 
post-talk lunch at the historic 
Golden Chicken Inn which has 
been in continuous operation 
since 1929. In addition to a 
delicious lunch, we were also 
treated to a wonderful tea ceremony hosted by Elaine Lo and Helen Shih of the Conejo Chinese Cultura l 
Association Tea Group. Dr. Hillary Ling and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lu were our popular ‘letter writers ’ 
and provided beautif ul Chinese calligraphy souvenirs for attendees of the event. Shuqin Zhao and her 
husband, Xiao Dong, provided recorded Chinese music for our enjoyment. Lixin Durborow and Xin Jin, 
VCCAA board members, helped with registration, donation s and DVD sale s of ‘Courage and Contribution 
– the Chinese in Ventura County’. At the conclusion of her talk, Linda Bentz led an animated walking 
tour through the few remaining landmarks of the Oxnard China Alley including Mama Soo Hoo’s Orient 
restaurant and the Bing Kong Tong building.  

The VCCAHS would like to express our appreciation to Gary Blum, president of the Friends of 
Heritage Square, for his hospitality in hosting this function. We are pleased to share the history a nd 
legacy of the Oxnard Chinese including their strug gle to overcome racial discrimination and economic 
challenges. 
 
George Yu 
Chair, Ventura County Chinese Historical Society  
 

Upcoming Events!  
 Mid-Autumn Festival  by Annie Wang  
 
When:  Saturday, Sept 30, 2017  at 6:00pm  
Where: R ancho Rosal School  
    3535 Village at the Park Drive  
               Camarillo, CA 93012  
Contact:  Annie Wang, (805) 377 -9005  
 
 It's that time of year for the Chinese to celebrate the Mid -Autumn 
Festival. It is so called because it is in the middle of the eighth month, 

which is a ful l moon. We used to celebrate the full moon by eating fruit and moon -cake while children 
played with their lanterns and neighbors. Why do people celebrate the moon in mid -Autumn? It’s because 
of a story that happened long ago in China.  
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 On the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar 
calendar the moon is full, and it is time for the Chinese 
people to mark their Moon Festival, or the Mid -Autumn 
Festival. The round shape of the moon symbolizes reunion. 
Therefore the day is celebrated as a hol iday for family 
members to get together and enjoy the full moon 
representing an auspicious token of abundance of harmony 
and luck.  
 There is this story about the moon -cake. During the 
Yuan dynasty (A.D.1280 -1368) China was ruled by the 
Mongolian people. L eaders from the preceding Sung 
dynasty (A.D.960 -1280) were unhappy at submitting to the foreign rule, and set out to coordinate the 
rebellion without being discovered. The leaders of the rebellion, knowing that the Moon Festival was  
drawing near, ordered t he making of special cakes. Embedded in each moon -cake was a message with the 
outline of the attack. On the night of the Moon Festival, the rebels successfully attacked and overt hrew 
the government. Today, moon -cakes are eaten to commemorate this legend.  
 
Please bring a dish to be shared sufficient for your family and ten -plus extra people. Beverages will be 
provided by the VCCAA.  

 

Oxnard’s Chinese Community  
by L inda Bentz  
 
 The city of Oxnard grew up 
around the Sugar Beet Factory that 
began operations in 1899.  Chinese 
settlers developed a community on 
Saviers Road (currently Oxnard Blvd.) 
between 7th, 8th and A streets.  An 
alley ran through the c enter of this 
block, thus giving the area the name 

China Alley.  Many of the Chinese men who came to Oxnard during 
this period were farm laborers who harvested beets that were 
processed into sugar at the factory.   
 During its 45 years of existence, appro ximately 200 -600 men 
were present in Oxnard’s Chinese community.  A few Chinese 
families also made their homes in China Alley.  The community was 
made up of stores, employment agencies, laundries, restaurants, 
gambling establishments, the Bing Kong Tong an d the Chinese Fire 
Brigade.   
This thriving community began to decline during the depression.  
Grocery stores could no longer sustain their businesses, and the 
buildings in China Alley were removed in the 1940s and 1950s as 
part of modernization projects.  By 1960, only 60 people of Chinese 
descent remained.  
 The City of Oxnard holds a very important place in 
California history.  William (Bill) Soo Hoo, a native son, was the 
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first man of Chinese heritage to be elected mayor in 
California.  His parents Soo Hoo Yee Tom and Soo Hoo Jung 
Hall (Mama Soo Hoo) came to Oxnard in 1920, and resided in 
China Alley. There they opened a store called Wing Chen 
Lung.  The business later became a restaurant, and its final 
location was on Oxnard Blvd. near 7th Street.  It w as called 
Mama Soo Hoo’s Orient.  Six children were born into the Soo 
Hoo family: Dorothy, Rose, Irene, Bill, Bartley and Edward.  
Bill was born in 1924 and attended local Oxnard schools.  He 
served in the military during the Second World War, and 
while ov erseas he earned two battle stars.  
 Bill’s journey into politics began when he experienced 
institutionalized discrimination, face to face.  Upon his return 
from the Second World War, he wanted to build a house.  He 
purchased a house on Deodor Street in Ox nard.  Bill described 
the events that followed.  
[The land owner] called me up two days later and he says, 
“Bill, you can still buy this but I just found out you can’t live 
there.”  I said, “What do you mean I can’t live there?”  He said, 
“There’s a clause in here that says ‘Caucasians only’, but 
there’s no law against you buying it, but you can’t live there. . 
. . I said, “What you’re telling me is I’m good enough to go out 
and fight for my country, and possibly die for my country, but 
not good enough to li ve in it.”  

 
After experiencing the impact of discriminatory laws, Bill was determined to make changes in Oxnard.   
His public involvement began when he served on the Grand Jury in 1956.  He was the first man of Asia n 
heritage to serve in this capacity.  The City Counci l was the place where Bill decided to start his political 
career.  In 1960, he made his initial run for the ruling body among a field of twelve candidates.  H e placed 
third, however only two seats were available.  He was undeterred and in 1962, Bill ran ag ain for City 
Council, and that time he was successful.   
His ascent in politics continued, and in 1966 he became “Oxnard’s Native Son Mayor.”  With only sixt y 
people of Chinese ancestry in the city, and perhaps only ten who were registered, Bill appealed t o the 
greater population in Oxnard.  The new mayor was catapulted into worldwide fame.  
The history of the Chinese in Oxnard is important because it illustrates experiences of a community that 
has not been told in local histories.  Chinese residents in Oxnard helped to establish the community , and 
left a legacy of hard work and dedication.   

 

Chinese Language School by Irene Sy 
 

 Happy Summer everyone! The 2016 -2017 academic year ended on 
June 9 th  this year. Here are some of the activities  we had this eventful 
year: We had a Speech Competition, our very own Christmas party where 
we had a gift exchange, silent auction, and Chinese New Year celebration 
where students enjoyed making dumplings and collecting lucky money 
(hong bao – red envelope); helped out in the Camarillo city -wide 
spectacular Chinese New Year celebration as well as the Multicultural Book Fest.  

 

Our upcoming 2017 -2018 academic year will begin on September 1 st, 2017.  The registration 
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form can be downloaded from our website at: https://vccls.wikispaces.com/  

 

 Our school site will remain at the Pleasant Valley Recreation Park 
District (Camarillo Community Center) at 1605 Burnley Drive in Camarillo. 
Class time is 7:00PM to 9:00PM every F riday evening  and 7:00PM to 10:00PM 
for credit class. Please share this info with anyone interested in joining the 
school. Thank you for your support. I can be reached at 
vcchineseschool@aol.com or vccls93012@gmail.com if you have any questions. I 
look forward to another exciting year ahead.  

 

More Pictures from Memorial Day BBQ and Oxnard China Alley Walk 

 
 
 
 

Support the businesses that support the VCCAA

https://vccls.wikispaces.com/
mailto:vcchineseschool@aol.com
mailto:vccls93012@gmail.com
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Camarillo Inn 
1-800-528-1234 

 
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
 

Whether you’re joining us for business or pleasure, we 
want your stay to be a memorable experience. That is 
why we go out of our way to anticipate your needs and 
fill them with the warmth and graciousness you should 
expect from your host away from home. 

 
ALL ROOMS INCLUDE: 

Refrigerator �x Microwave Oven �x Coffee Maker 
Direct Dial Phones �x Air Conditioning/Heat 

Satellite TV �x Movies �x Sports 
Continental Breakfast Available 

Laundry/Cleaners Nearby 
Surrounded by 

Restaurants & Golf Courses 
Corporate Rates 

Senior Citizens & Military Discounts 
 

(805) 987-4491 
295 Daily Dr., Camarillo, CA 93010 
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Support the businesses that support the VCCAA 
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Ventura County 
Chinese American 
Association 

WHAT  WHEN WHERE Point of Contact 
    

Mid-Autumn 
Festival  

Saturday, September 
30, 2017 at 6:00 pm 

Rancho Rosal School 
3535 Village at the Park Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93012 

Annie Wang: (805) 377-9005 

Chinese Language 
School Begins  

Friday, September 1, 
2017 at 7:00pm 

Camarillo Community Center 
1605 Burnley Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93010 

Irene Sy: 
vcchineseschool@aol.com 
vccls93012@gmail.com 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year of the Rooster  

4715 
 

mailto:vcchineseschool@aol.com
mailto:vccls93012@gmail.com

